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Press release 
The 22th of October 2008


« A potato against poverty »

At Leuze-en-Hainaut, Lutosa is involved with solidarity. 
And pay 15.000 € to a potatoes development project in Equator.
Proclaiming 2008 as International Year of Potato, ONU wanted to sensitize people with the importance of potatoes in the struggle against malnutrition and poverty in underdeveloped countries ( www.potato2008.org ). 

Lutosa, first Belgian transformer, answer to the ONU initiative and joined the Belgian Task Force initiated by Belgapom with goals to develop 3 promotion axes through professionals, schools and consumers (see www.pommedeterre2008.be ).

In May, Lutosa organised two main events in the Leuze-en-Hainaut area, (23rd, 24th and 31st of May) and one educational week for western Hainaut first schools (26th to 30th of May). Total of 9.500 visitors attended, this was managed by 150 members of staff, who is sensitive to the International Year of Potato. They were interested and contributed directly or indirectly to funds collection organised for the International Year of Potato 2008.
By this way, Lutosa will pay on 24th of October 15.000 € to Belgian ONG Trias chosen by the Belgian Task Force of Belgapom. The project aim is to give support to peasant organisations in the Chimborazo area in Equator, so as to let seed potato producers and consummation potato producers reach the seeds market. This project managed by Trias (Brussel), pursued actions in all potato channels, in order to guarantee that quality potatoes grow, as well as for seeds as for consummation, all that to improve producer’s standard of living.
By requesting their supplier, Lutosa expects to gather 5.000 € more, to reach a total of 20.000 € until the end of the year.
Next May, the St-Eloois-Vijve Lutosa’s area (Vanelo) in Western Flanders, will also invite school children from 5th and 6th first grade of neighbouring towns. Children will watch a didactic movie about potatoes and the International Year of Potato 2008 and will also visit the production area of chilled pre-fried fries.
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